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Chinese Studies





                                



    
     
         Understanding and appreciating the language of the future
     





                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                            




     
         Traversing history, philosophy, linguistics, translation, literature, gender and film, our academics are experts in Chinese language and culture. 


     



                            

                            
                            




    
    
    



	
		
		
			Our expertise covers a diversity of disciplines including Chinese linguistics, Chinese pedagogy, second language acquisition, media in Chinese society, social and political changes in China, multiculturalism and multilingualism in China, minority education, East Asian thought and East Asian Buddhism.   

We teach both Modern Standard Chinese (Standard Mandarin/Putong Hua) and Classical Chinese from beginner level, and we provide options for students who can already read Chinese fluently. We also offer opportunities to study topics as diverse as language, linguistics, translation, literature, gender and film.

In partnership with the China Studies Centre, our Sydney China Visitors program invites innovative and respected researchers in Chinese Studies from around the world.


		
		

	






    
    
    

    
    
     
         Our study offering
     



    
    

        
        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Chinese Studies
                
            

        


        
            
                Chinese Studies delivers a solid understanding of Chinese society and culture and the foundational language skills essential to function with confidence in the Chinese-speaking world. Studies in this area have exchange and summer study opportunities, including to Peking University.

Undergraduate

	Chinese Studies (Introductory)*
	Chinese Studies (Intermediate)*
	Chinese Studies (Advanced)*
	Chinese Studies (Honours)
	Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Advanced Studies (Languages)
	Diploma of Language Studies


*Available in the shared pool of majors and minors

Chinese In-Country Study

We offer intensive In-Country programs of language study (normally from lower intermediate to advanced Modern Standard Chinese language) at Peking University and Fudan University in China.   

Research

	Doctor of Philosophy
	Master of Philosophy
	Master of Arts (Research)




            

        

    


        

        
        

    








    
    
    



	
		
		
			Our research 

We have research strengths across these broad areas:

	Modern Standard Chinese language education


	Classical Chinese language
	Chinese linguistics, discourse studies, and translation studies
	Chinese literature, classical and modern
	Chinese media and communication
	Chinese history.


Learn more: Languages and cultures research


		
		

	






    
    
    

	
     
         Exchange
     






    
    
    



	
		
		
			Our advanced exchange programs provide life-changing experiences in China where students exercise their language skills and develop an understanding of cultural intricacies first hand. 


		
		

	






    
    
    

    
    

    
    

        
        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Partner institutions 
                
            

        


        
            
                	Fudan University, Shanghai
	Nanjing University
	National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan
	Peking University, Beijing 
	Shandong University, Jinan 
	Tsinghua University, Beijing




Learn more: Study abroad and student exchange
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                    Academic staff
                
            

        


        
            
                	Dr Irene Shidong An
	Professor Ying Jie Guo
	Associate Professor Christine Ji
	Associate Professor Joyce Nip
	Dr Yu Sang


	Associate Professor Josh Stenberg
	Professor Linda Tsung
	Associate Professor Wei Wang
	Associate Professor Xiaohuan Zhao




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Key academic contacts
                
            

        


        
            
                	Undergraduate and language level assessment: wei.wang@sydney.edu.au

 
	Honours: chiewhui.ho@sydney.edu.au
	Postgraduate research: wei.wang@sydney.edu.au
	Exchange: xiaohuan.zhao@sydney.edu.au




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Honorary Associates 
                
            

        


        
            
                	Visiting Professor Jocelyn Chey
	Dr Susette Cooke
	Dr Lily Lee
	Adjunct Professor Mabel Lee
	Professor Bonnie McDougall
	Dr Lynda Ng
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			Sydney China Distinguished Fellows

The Sydney China Distinguished Fellowship features senior scholars specialising in Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature, Culture or Translation Studies. In collaboration with the China Studies Centre, the Sydney China Visitors program invites innovative and respected researchers in Chinese Studies around the world.

The fellowship is enabled by the vision and generosity of Mr James Lee, a University of Sydney alumnus now based in Hong Kong.

Learn more


		
		

	






    
    
    

    
    

    
    

        
        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    2024 Sydney China Distinguished Fellows
                
            

        


        
            
                	Professor Hongyin Tao, University of California, Los Angeles (17 March–19 April 2024)
	Professor Christopher Connery, University of California, Santa Cruz (16 July–14 September 2024)


Learn more about our 2024 Sydney China Distinguished Fellows.



            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    2023 Sydney China Distinguished Fellows
                
            

        


        
            
                	Professor Andrew F Jones, University of California, Berkeley (21 July–15 August)
	Professor Hsiu-Chuang Deppman, Oberlin College of Arts and Sciences (23 July–21 August)   




Learn more about our 2023 Sydney China Distinguished Fellows.





            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    2020 Sydney China Distinguished Fellows
                
            

        


        
            
                	Professor Peter Zarrow
	Professor Yomi Braester
	Professor Hongyin Tao 




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    2018–2019 Sydney China Distinguished Fellows
                
            

        


        
            
                	Professor Yueguo Gu (30 July–25 August 2018)
	Professor Heike Holbig (10 October–7 November 2018)
	Professor Timothy Cheek (22 April–18 May 2019)


	Professor Wendy Larson (5–31 August 2019)
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			See our school's calendar for a full listing of upcoming events.


		
		

	








                        

                        
                            
                            




    
    
    

    

    

        
     
         Chinese Studies
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         Languages at Sydney
     


        
     
         Get a taste of Chinese with us
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         Associate Professor Wei Wang
     



            
            
                Visit Associate Professor Wang's academic profile 
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                            1800 SYD UNI (1800 793 864) (in Australia) 
                        
	
                            +61 2 8627 1444 (outside Australia) 
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                            slc.enquiries@sydney.edu.au
                        



                    
                
            



            
            

                
                

                
                

                    Address

                    	
                            
     
         School of Languages and Cultures, Room 506, Brennan MacCallum Building A18, The University of Sydney NSW 2006 
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         Scholarships
     



    
    
     
         Opportunities from the School of Languages and Cultures
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         Featured news 
     

        

        
        

    



    
    

    
    

        
            






    

        
        
            

                
                

                    
                    

                        

                        
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                

                                
                                    







    
        
        

    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    
        

   

        


        

            Analysis_
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         Lunar New Year 2024: What does the Year of the Dragon mean?
     



                
                Associate Professor Xiaohuan Zhao, from Chinese Studies in the School of Languages and Cultures, shares what it means to be born in a Year of the Dragon or to live through the Year of the Dragon in 2024.
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         PhD students shine new light on Australian migrant history
     



                
                Eva Boleti and Samuel He are part of a quest to help rethink Australia in many languages – one historical source at a time. By uncovering Greek and Chinese migrant stories, they contribute to an ambitious project to rewrite perceptions of Australia’s historical narrative.
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         Community celebration of student excellence in languages and cultures
     



                
                With special guests including benefactors and official representatives from various countries, the School of Languages and Cultures held its 2023 Awards Ceremony in recognition of 94 high-achieving students for their academic performance.
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         China's TV dramas: exploring the popularity of Xianxia
     



                
                Dr Yu Sang from the School of Languages and Culture explores how China’s Xianxia TV dramas, a growing pop culture phenomenon in the country, are inspiring contemporary citizens to reconnect with classical traditions.
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         Lunar New Year 2023: What does the Year of the Rabbit mean?
     



                
                Associate Professor Xiaohuan Zhao, from Chinese Studies in the School of Languages and Culture, shares what it means to be born in a Year of the Rabbit.
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         5 reasons to get the Diploma of Language Studies
     



                
                Gain sought-after skillsets from the state’s leading institution for Modern Languages.* Our flexible pathway program allows you to learn a language (or more) during or after your degree at your own pace.
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         Rethinking Australia in many languages
     



                
                Understanding Australia requires more than knowledge of the English language. Professor Adrian Vickers highlights the wealth of non-English sources and cross-cultural exchanges that can reorient our perspective on the Australian story.
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         Celebrating student success in languages and cultures
     



                
                The School of Languages and Cultures hosted its 2021 Awards Ceremony to recognise 136 students for their outstanding performance in the academic years of 2019 and 2020.
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         Recognising high-achieving students in language and culture studies
     



                
                The School of Languages and Cultures congratulates 75 students who have received scholarships and prizes in 2020.
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         ARC success for University of Sydney researchers
     



                
                The Australian Research Council (ARC) has announced University of Sydney researchers will receive funding for more than 50 new Linkage and Discovery projects.
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         How languages help you stand out from the crowd
     



                
                From law to tech, public health to environmental policy, meet some of our language graduates who are making an impact across various fields in Australia and beyond.
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         Learning languages at Sydney
     



                
                At the University of Sydney, we teach languages through cultures. From extracurricular enrichment to scholarship support, our students share some highlights and key opportunities from their language learning experience.
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         Learning languages opens our minds
     



                
                Vice-Chancellor and Principal at the University of Sydney, Dr Michael Spence, recently graduated with a Diploma of Languages (Korean Studies) at the very university he leads.
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         How studying languages can expand your world
     



                
                In this interconnected era, cross-cultural and multilingual skills are integral to navigating the world around us.  We talk with two of our former students who are making their mark through languages.


                


            


            

        


    


    

    
    

    
    

    
    


    
    




                                
                            
                        
                    

                    
                    

                

            

                
                

                    
                    

                        

                        
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                

                                
                                    







    
        
        

    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    
        

   

        


        

            News_
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         China in 2020 - what can we expect?
     



                
                Last Saturday 25 January was Chinese New Year. As we move into the year of the rat, experts at the University of Sydney share their thoughts on what we can expect from China in 2020.
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         Five minutes with Yixu Lu
     



                
                In the lead up to the University's first multilingual conference on world literature, we speak with Professor Yixu Lu, convenor of the World Literatures and Global South Conference, about the cultural and linguistic diversity of international literary works.
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         University of Sydney scoops up humanities grants
     



                
                The Australian Academy of Humanities has awarded four University of Sydney academics grants - the most grants awarded to any university in the country. 
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         Sydney ranks in top 50 for arts and humanities
     



                
                The University of Sydney has risen to 47th in the world for arts and humanities in the 2019 Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings by subject.
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         Improving Australia's understanding of China 
     



                
                Professor Ying Jie Guo discusses what it means to be Chinese in the modern era as the University continues to deepen its teaching and learning in this vitally important area.
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