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Asian Studies





                                



    
     
         Investigating Asia at the centre of the world stage
     





                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                            




     
         Understand the Asian region to negotiate a complex world. We offer insights into the contemporary societies, modern cultures and traditions of Asia.
     



                            

                            
                            




    
    
    



	
		
		
			Australia today is more deeply connected with Asia than ever before – through commerce and trade, strategic alliances, immigration and tourism. As the economies and cultures of Asia become even more influential, it is important to develop cultural and social understanding of this global leader.

Our wide-ranging research and teaching focuses on traditional cultures, philosophies, religion and history, Tibetan culture and language, as well as issues in modern and contemporary Asian societies. We cover the social, political and cultural developments and trends with expertise from Japanese, Indonesian, Korean and Chinese Studies.



We examine ethnicity and the movement of peoples; religions and belief systems; and the economic and political relationships between Asia and other parts of the world. We also look at key movements and effects of the 20th and 21st centuries, such as nationalism, revolution, military rule, democracy and popular culture including manga and K-Pop.

 


		
		

	






    
    
    

    
    
     
         Our study offerings
     



    
    

        
        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Asian Studies
                
            

        


        
            
                As the social, political and economic presence of Asia advances, the task of understanding this region is of increasingly vital importance. Asian Studies will help you develop a critical insight into the world of Asia by exploring the most important cultural, historical, social and political trends and issues in relation to China, Japan, Korea, Southeast Asia and South Asia.

Undergraduate

	Asian Studies*


	Asian Studies (Honours)


We also offer electives in Tibetan language and cultures:

	Tibet and Central Asia: Nomads and Myths
	Intro to Tibetan Language and Culture 1
	Tibetan Culture and Language 2


*Available in the shared pool of majors and minors

Research

	Doctor of Philosophy
	Master of Philosophy
	Master of Arts (Research)




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Sanskrit
                
            

        


        
            
                Through the study of Sanskrit language, the most important classical language of the Indian subcontinent, you can explore the various intellectual, literary and artistic traditions that have shaped South Asia (India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bhutan), Central Asia, Southeast Asia and Tibet and played a profound role in forming Asia as a whole.  

Undergraduate  

	Sanskrit minor*
	Diploma of Language Studies


*Available in the shared pool of majors and minors



            

        

    


        

        
        

    








    
    
    

    
    
    

    
    
    

    
    
    

    
    
    



	
		
		
			Our research

Our strengths in research cover the following areas:

	Asian philosophy


	Buddhist Studies


	History


	Mass media and popular culture


	Material culture and art


	State and society


	Tibetan language and culture


Learn more: Languages and cultures research


		
		

	






    
    
    



	
		
		
			Exchange

Our students can also apply to study for a semester overseas at one of several universities that have exchange agreements with Sydney, with credit points gained at these universities counting towards their degree. The University of Sydney holds several agreements with universities in India, Japan, Korea, China, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia.

Learn more: Study abroad and student exchange


		
		

	






    
    
    



	
		
		
			Our people


		
		

	






    
    
    

    
    

    
    

        
        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Academic staff
                
            

        


        
            
                	Dr Mark Allon


	Dr Lionel Babicz
	Professor Michele Ford
	Dr Flavio A Geisshuesler
	Dr Chiew Hui Ho
	Dr Sean Moores
	Dr Jim Rheingans
	Dr Matthew Stavros
	Professor Adrian Vickers




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Key academic contacts
                
            

        


        
            
                	Undergraduate coursework: adrian.vickers@sydney.edu.au
	Honours: sean.moores@sydney.edu.au
	Postgraduate research: adrian.vickers@sydney.edu.au
	Exchange: lionel.babicz@sydney.edu.au




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Honorary associates
                
            

        


        
            
                	Dr Jason Birch


	Dr Chris Clark
	Dr Tamara Ditrich
	Dr Bob Hudson
	Jacqueline Menzies
	Dr Martin Polkinghorne
	Emeritus Professor Jeffrey Riegel
	Professor Geoffrey Samuel
	Dr Peter Skilling
	Dr Melandri Vlok


	Emeritus Professor Peter Worsley




            

        

    


        

        
        

    








    
    
    

	
     
         Events
     






    
    
    



	
		
		
			See our school's calendar for a full listing of upcoming events.


		
		

	








                        

                        
                            
                            




    
    
    

    

    

        
     
         Asian Studies
     


        
     
         Find out more about our subject area
     



        

    






    
    
    

    

    

        
     
         Languages at Sydney
     


        
     
         Get a taste of Asian languages with us
     



        

    








                            
                            




    
    
    





    

        
        
            
     
         Chair
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         Professor Adrian Vickers
     



            
            
                Visit Professor Vickers's academic profile 
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                    Phone


                    	
                            1800 SYD UNI (1800 793 864) (in Australia) 
                        
	
                            +61 2 8627 1444 (outside Australia) 
                        



                    
                

                
                

                
                

                    Email


                    	
                            slc.enquiries@sydney.edu.au
                        



                    
                
            



            
            

                
                

                
                

                    Address

                    	
                            
     
         School of Languages and Cultures, Room 506, Brennan MacCallum Building A18, The University of Sydney NSW 2006 
     


                        



                

                
                
            

            


        


    






    
    
    





    
    
     
         Social media
     



    
    
     
         Connect with us
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         Scholarships
     



    
    
     
         Opportunities from the School of Languages and Cultures
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                    International students
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Postgraduate research
                    
                

            
        



    
    








                        

                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                    
                    




    
    
    





    
    
        
            
     
         Featured news
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         Embracing lifelong learning with a Diploma of Language Studies
     



                
                With a head and heart for lifelong education, Michael Wright has entered retirement embarking on further studies to pursue his passion for language acquisition. 
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            23 August 2023
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          Indonesian Studies in action: enriching local and global engagement
     



                
                For over 65 years, the study of Indonesia at Sydney has led to partnerships with the local Indonesian community and Indonesia. National, bilateral and international connections continue today – including with the Consulate General of Indonesia and UNESCO.
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         Re-imagining Australia using a multilingual lens
     



                
                'Opening the Multilingual Archives of Australia' project hopes to mobilise under-utilised non-English resources from over 50 languages to highlight the multilingual nature of Australian history.  
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            11 April 2023
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         Community celebration of student excellence in languages and cultures
     



                
                With special guests including benefactors and official representatives from various countries, the School of Languages and Cultures held its 2023 Awards Ceremony in recognition of 94 high-achieving students for their academic performance.
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            05 December 2022
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         Indonesian Studies at the Consulate: students share cultural research 
     



                
                In a first, Indonesian Studies students presented their research projects on language and culture at the Indonesian Consulate General in Sydney.
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         $3.5m donation ensures the future of Tibetan Buddhist studies in Australia 
     



                
                Khyentse Foundation's $3.5m gift guarantees the future of Tibetan Buddhist studies at the University, including teaching, research and community outreach.
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         Rethinking Australia in many languages
     



                
                Understanding Australia requires more than knowledge of the English language. Professor Adrian Vickers highlights the wealth of non-English sources and cross-cultural exchanges that can reorient our perspective on the Australian story.
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         Celebrating student success in languages and cultures
     



                
                The School of Languages and Cultures hosted its 2021 Awards Ceremony to recognise 136 students for their outstanding performance in the academic years of 2019 and 2020.
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            16 December 2020
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         Recognising high-achieving students in language and culture studies
     



                
                The School of Languages and Cultures congratulates 75 students who have received scholarships and prizes in 2020.
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            15 December 2020
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         Smart Summer Books
     



                
                We asked the Heads of Schools in Humanities to nominate some of the must-read academic books of 2020. Grab a cup of tea and get into them.
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         ARC success for University of Sydney researchers
     



                
                The Australian Research Council (ARC) has announced University of Sydney researchers will receive funding for more than 50 new Linkage and Discovery projects.
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         Learning languages opens our minds
     



                
                Vice-Chancellor and Principal at the University of Sydney, Dr Michael Spence, recently graduated with a Diploma of Languages (Korean Studies) at the very university he leads.
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         How studying languages can expand your world
     



                
                In this interconnected era, cross-cultural and multilingual skills are integral to navigating the world around us.  We talk with two of our former students who are making their mark through languages.
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         Not just for laughs: 3 new ideas about humour
     



                
                Funniness is culturally, contextually, and personally dependent, as highlighted in three pieces of quirky University of Sydney research. 
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         Carole Muller’s million-dollar bequest to support research on Bali
     



                
                In memory of the former University of Sydney student, two scholarships have been established for postgraduate research and overseas fieldwork on Balinese culture.
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         Five minutes with Yixu Lu
     



                
                In the lead up to the University's first multilingual conference on world literature, we speak with Professor Yixu Lu, convenor of the World Literatures and Global South Conference, about the cultural and linguistic diversity of international literary works.
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         Sydney ranks in top 50 for arts and humanities
     



                
                The University of Sydney has risen to 47th in the world for arts and humanities in the 2019 Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings by subject.
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         Meet 7 superwomen of arts and social sciences
     



                
                International Women's Day is a day that celebrates the social, economic, educational, cultural and political achievements of women all around the world.
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