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As Australian society becomes more affluent, fertility inevitably declines for 2 major reasons: the lack of
selection pressure on fecundity and the entry of educated women into the workforce. As a consequence of
these trends the uptake of assisted reproductive therapy (ART) is increasing across the globe and all societies
will inevitably be confronted by difficulties associated with: (i) the cost of delivering such therapy at scale and
(ii) equity-of-access to reproductive services by the more disadvantaged sections of society. In addition, high
levels of recourse to ART ( at least 1 in 30 children are currently the product of ART in Australia) may have an
impact on the long–term health trajectory of children conceived by such means as a result of the use of
unselected gametes in the conception process. This lecture will explore the impact of current trends in lifestyle,
affluence and the growth of the ART industry on the structure of our society, the wellbeing of our children and,
ultimately, the future of our species.

